Long-tailed longevity
Pheasants for the Future: 33 years and counting
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They are dedicated to the cause. No doubt about that.
The cause is colorful pheasants, which Minot's Pheasants for the Future organization has diligently promoted for 33 years. The sportsmen's group has evolved into the state's largest wildlife club and the growth continues.
"We have a lot of programs," said Doug McHenry, PFTF president. "We work with youth especially. For us, it's getting kids into the outdoors. That's what really keeps us going."
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Youth pheasant hunting is an annual activity promoted by members of Minot’s Pheasants for the Future. The events are held in cooperation with participating landowners.
McHenry served as the club's treasurer for about eight years before moving into the position of president. As such he presides over a large and active board of directors, about 1,200 members and a variety of events and programs.
"We have about 25 or 30 active board members that really help the club out," said McHenry. "We have a number of events. It's the board members who make it all come together. Two or three guys run each event. The rest of us support and help. We do pretty well."
The club's signature event is the annual banquet, a gathering that has become very popular with pheasant fanatics. To better accommodate a growing number of attendees, this year the club's annual banquet and auction has been moved to the All-Seasons Arena at the State Fairgrounds. The date for the 33rd annual event is Friday, March 20. Information on many of the organization's sponsored events will be available that evening.
Fact Box
Pheasants for the Future mission statement
"Leading our members, and the next generation of sportsmen, in pheasant restoration and preserving pheasant habitat, through good stewardship of the land and the wildlife we treasure."
Pheasants for the Future
33rd annual banquet
Friday, March 20
Doors open at 5 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m.
All-Seasons Arena
Source: www.pftf.org
"The banquet is a huge deal for us. It's our major fundraiser for the year," said McHenry. "We take the money and put it back into the programs that we run."
One of the most visible events hosted by PFTF is an annual youth pheasant hunt. Through an enthusiastic and generous membership, and willing landowners, PFTF has set aside land with excellent pheasant habitat for the state's youth pheasant hunting opener which occurs the weekend prior to the start of the state's general pheasant season. This year's youth pheasant hunt is scheduled for Oct. 3.
"We're actually looking for some more areas if anyone is interested," said McHenry. "We have some really good habitat guys that beat the brush and get to know some guys. We cost share some of the trees or grass. We want to keep the kids involved as much as we can. They are the future for us as well."
Every year a number of youth harvest their first pheasant during the hunt. The chance to see a young hunter with a big smile is exactly why so many members volunteer to help.
This year PFTF is bringing back their Lake Audubon fishing tournament after a hiatus of several years. The date for the event is May 16. At the nearby Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, the club has helped fund native plantings in the vicinity of the Visitor's Center. Other projects PFTF participates in include distribution of pheasant feed, habitat improvement, pheasant release programs, youth camps and many other similar endeavors. In addition, PFTF has been unwavering in their support for other outdoors-related clubs in the Minot region.
"We always trade something out for their banquets and vice versa," said McHenry. "It's just amazing how the clubs in this town come together. We have a pretty good relationship with all of them. Minot is a huge giving community. It's wonderful for all the clubs."
McHenry cites the annual Fall Youth Festival as an example of the cooperation displayed by Minot's sportsmen's clubs. The Fall Youth Festival is a joint gathering held at the Conservation and Skills Park at the State Fairgrounds. It features displays and activities of various clubs, including Pheasants for the Future, all with an emphasis on youth interested in the outdoors.
The formula developed by PFTF over the past 33 years has proven to be beneficial to both the club and the community. McHenry says an important factor in the club's success has been its ability to comfortably accept new members and new ideas.
"We have such great support. We have some guys that have been around for a long time," said McHenry. "It's nice when they pass along knowledge to the new guys. Our plan is to keep going as long as we can. Another 33 years sure seems to be a possibility."
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